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Claim Objections 

1. Claim 3, 5, and 7 are objected to because of the following informalities: "thru" 
should be --through -. See claims 3, 7, line 2 and claim 5, line 3. In addition, "a saw base" 
should be -the saw base-. See claim 9, line5. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: "thru" should be 
-through- in the entire specification. In addition, the "said" should be -the- in the entire 
summary of the Invention. Furthermore, -the- has to be added before the names or features 
,which have previously mentioned, in the entire specification. For example, "from top surface 
12" should be -from the top surface 12-. See page 4, line 8 in the specification. 

3. The specification is objected to under 37 CFR 1.71 for not disclosing (a) fails to teach 
how the supporting structure is also an elongated workpiece. The support structure 43 is 

not the same as the elongated workpiece 43. See Fig. 1 and page 4, fourth paragraph in the 
specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making and 
using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or 
with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by 
the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

5. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as containing subject matter 
which is not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
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invention. Regarding claim 2, the disclosure fails to teach that how the supporting structure 
is also an elongated workpiece. 

Claim Rejections - 35 VSC §102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1-4, 6-8, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Markropoulos (2003/0233926). Regarding claim 1, Markopoulos teaches a guide device for 
hand held circular saws 1602 including a platform 12 having a top portion with a 
substantially planar top surface, opposed sides, and opposed front and back ends. 
Markopoulos also teaches that the platform 12 has a longitudinal dimension and a lateral 
dimension, and a first guide shoulder means on the platform 12. The first shoulder means is 
defined by the section of the platform with has the slot 50. Markopoulos also teaches that the 
first shoulder means extends downwardly from the top surface along the longitudinal 
dimension. Markopoulos also teaches a pair of laterally spaced cooperating elevation flanges 
136 extending downwardly from the top portion. Markopoulos also teaches mounting means 
160 on the flanges 136 for affixing the device to a supporting structure 138 at a prescribed 
height thereabove and at a prescribed angle to an upper surface thereof The mounting means 
160 is affixing the guide device to the support member 138 at angle zero relative to the top 
surface. Markopoulos also teaches that the first shoulder means is adapted to engage second 
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shoulder means 1636 on a base 1610 of a saw for guiding the saw 1602 in a straight line 
across the supporting structure 138. See Figs. 7b, 20-23 and page 3, paragraphs 55-57 and 
page 7, paragraph 88 in Makropoulos. 

Regarding claim 2, as best understood, Markopoulos teaches everything above 
including that the supporting structure 138 is an elongated workpiece 292. The workpiece 
also is part of the supporting structure 138. See Fig. 23 in Markopoulos. 

Regarding claim 3, Markopoulos teaches everything above including that the 
prescribed height provides a vertical opening between the top portion and the supporting 
structure 138 through which an elongated workpiece 292 is adapted to slide and be supported 
by the supporting structure 138. See Fig. 23 in Makropoulos. The workpiece 292 slides 
between the supporting member 138 and the guide device 12 before it get clamped to the 
supporting member. 

Regarding claim 4, Makropoulos teaches everything above including that at least one 
of the flanges 36 is adjustable on the top portion laterally thereof to accommodate 
workpieces 292 or supporting structures 138 of different widths. 

Regarding claim 6, Makropoulos teaches everything above including that the surface 
portion of the flanges 136 provided with slide guide for assisting in keeping workpiece 292 
properly oriented with respect to first guide shoulder means. The slide portion 166 of the 
flange 136 is defined as the inside surface portion of the flange 136 that maintain the 
orientation of the workpiece 292 relative to the first shoulder means. See Fig. 23 in 
Makropoulos. 
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Regarding claim 7, Makropoulos teaches everything above including that the first 
shoulder means includes at least one slot 50 formed laterally through the upper surface. See 
Fig. 23 in Makropoulos. 

Regarding claim 8, Makropoulos teaches everything above including that the first 
guide shoulder means is provided with an edge 102 of the back of the platform means 12. See 
Fig. 23 in Makropoulos. 

Regarding claim 10, Makropoulos teaches everything above including that the 
mounting means 160 includes clamping means for clamping the flanges 136 against opposing 
side edge portion for of the supporting member 136. The side edge portion of the supporting 
member 136 defined by the two horizontal sides of the supporting member on each end of the 
supporting member. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 

all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Makropoulos 
in view of Greco (3,344,824). Regarding claim 5, Makropuolos teaches everything noted 
above except that the mounting means of the flanges include a height adjustment slot 
oriented in each flange substantially normal to the plane of the top surface and fastener 
means mounted through the slots and adapted to tighten the flanges against edge portions of 
the supporting structure. However, Greco teaches mounting means 22 of flanges 21, 22 
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including a height adjustment slot oriented in each flange 22 substantially normal to the plane 
of the top surface and fastener means mounted through the slots and adapted to tighten the 
flanges 21, 22 against edge portions of a supporting member 23. The column 21 and the 
tubular socket define a flange. The slots within the cylindrical portion of the flange 12, 22, 
define the height adjustment slots. A wing screw tightens the flange 12, 22 to the side portion 
of the supporting member 23. See Figs. 1-3 in Greco. It would have been obvious to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art to replace the flanges of Makropuolos 5 guide device with the 
flanges as taught by Greco, since the Greco flanges functions the same as Acropolis' flanges. 
In addition, Official notice is taken that the use of the height adjustment means having a 
height adjustment slot and a fastener for fastening the height adjustment means to a 
supporting means or a workpiece is well known in the art. 

10. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Makropoulos 
Regarding claim 9, Makropuolos teaches everything noted above including a slide member 
74 is provided and dimensioned in cross-section to accurately fit into the slot 50. See Fig. 23 
in Makropoulos. Makropoulos does not teach cooperating elements of fastening means are 
provided on the slide member and a base of the hand saw circular saw for securing the slide 
member to the saw base along the lateral guide edge of the base. However, in another 
embodiment, Makropoulos teaches, in another embodiment, cooperating elements of 
fastening means 1462, 1438 are provided on the slide member 74 and a base 1416 of the 
hand held circular saw 1402 for securing the slide member 74 to the saw base 1416 along the 
lateral guide edge of the base 1416. See Figs. 15a 17 in Makropoulos. It would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to provide Makropuolos' guide device with the 
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cooperating elements of fastening means as taught by Makropuolos, in another embodiment, 
in order to fasten the base of the hand held saw to the slide member at a predetermined 
position with respect to the guide assembly. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

11. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

12. Claims 1, 2, 4, and 6-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Mecsey (4,355,557) in view of Makropuolos or Girardin. Regarding claim 1, Regarding 
claim 1, Mecsey teaches a guide device 100 for hand held circular saws including a platform 
125 having a top portion with a substantially planar top surface, opposed sides, and opposed 
front and back ends. Mecsey also teaches that the platform 105, 106, 123-125 has a 
longitudinal dimension and a lateral dimension, and a first guide shoulder means on the 
platform 105, 106, 123-125. The flat tables 123-125 and the c-shaped brackets 105, 106 
define the platform. The first shoulder means is defined by u-shaped recess of the platform 
125. Mecsey also teaches that the first shoulder means extends downwardly from the top 
surface along the longitudinal dimension. Mecsey also teaches a pair of laterally spaced 
cooperating elevation flanges 104, 108 extending downwardly from the top portion. Mecsey 
also teaches mounting means 1 12 on the flanges 108 for affixing the device to a supporting 
structure 102 at a prescribed height thereabove and at a prescribed angle to an upper surface 
thereof The mounting means 1 12 is affixing the guide the platform 105, 106, 123-125 to the 
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support member 102 at a prescribed angle and prescribed height. The height of the platform 
changes relative to the supporting member 102 when the platform is tilted or angled relative 
to the support member. See Fig. 13-16 and col. 4, lines 3-66 in Mecsey. Mecsey does not 
teach that the first shoulder means extends downwardly from the top surface along the 
longitudinal dimension. Mecsey also does not teach the first shoulder means is adapted to 
engage second shoulder means on a base of a saw for guiding the saw in a straight line across 
the supporting structure. However, the use of the track having shoulder means for sliding the 
base of the hand held saw in a straight line across the supporting structure is well known in 
the art such as taught by Makropoulos and Girardin. Makropoulos teaches a platform 12 has 
a longitudinal dimension and a lateral dimension, and a first guide shoulder means on the 
platform 12. The first shoulder means is defined by the section of the platform with has the 
slot 50. Makarpoulos also teaches that the first shoulder means extends downwardly from the 
top surface along the longitudinal dimension. Makropoulos also teaches that the first 
shoulder means is adapted to engage second shoulder means 1636 on a base 1610 of a saw 
for guiding the saw 1602 in a straight line across the supporting structure 138. See Figs. 7b, 
20-23 and page 3, paragraphs 55-57 and page 7, paragraph 88 in Makropoulos. Girardin also 
teaches a track 16 (or a platform) for sliding a base 19 of the hand held saw across the 
support member 30. Girardin also teaches that the platform 16 has a first shoulder means 50, 
53 extending downwardly from a top surface 52. The platform 16 has a slot that is extended 
downwardly from the top surface 52 of the platform 16. Girardin also teaches that the first 
shoulder means 50, 53 is adapted to engage second shoulder means on a base 19 of a saw for 
guiding the saw in a straight line across the supporting structure 30. See Figs. 1-3 and col. 2, 
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lines 52-68 and col. 3, lines 1-59 in Giradin. It would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to replace sliding means Mecsey' s guiding device with the sliding 
means as taught by Makropoulos or Girardin, since the sliding track as taught by 
Makropoulos or Girardin functions the same as the sliding mechanism of the Mecsey. 

Regarding claim 2, as best understood, Mecsey teaches everything above including 
that the supporting structure 102 is an elongated workpiece. The workpiece is placed on the 
supporting structure and it is part of the supporting structure. See Fig. 16 in Mecsey. 

Regarding claim 4, Mecsey teaches everything above including that at least one of the 
flanges 108 is adjustable on the top portion laterally thereof to accommodate workpieces or 
supporting structures of different widths. See Fig. 16 in Mecsey. 

Regarding claim 6, Mecsey as modified above teaches everything above including 
that the surface portion of the flanges 108 provided with slide guides for assisting in keeping 
workpiece properly oriented with respect to first guide shoulder means as taught by 
Makropoulos or Girardin. See Fig. 16 in Mecsey. 

Regarding claim 7, Mecsey as modified by Makropoulos teaches everything above 
including that the first shoulder means includes at least one slot 50 formed laterally through 
the upper surface. See Fig. 23 in Maropoulos. 

Regarding claim 8, Mecsey as modified by Makropoulos teaches everything above 
including that the first guide shoulder means is provided with an edge 102 of the back of the 
platform means 12. See Fig. 23 in Makropoulos. 

Regarding claim 9, Mecsey as modified by Girardin teaches everything noted above 
including a slide member 18 is provided and dimensioned in cross-section to accurately fit 
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into the slot 50. Mecsey as modified by Girardin also teaches cooperating elements of 
fastening means 64, 66 are provided on the slide member and a base 19 of the hand saw 
circular saw for securing the slide member 18 to the saw base 19 along the lateral guide edge 
of the base 19. See Figs. 1-3 in Girardin. 

Regarding claim 10, Mecsey as teaches everything above including that the mounting 
means includes clamping means for clamping the flanges 108 against opposing side edge 
portion for of the supporting member 102. The mounting means also includes a screw that 
clamp the flange 108 against the side edge portion of the supporting member 102. The side 
edge portion of the supporting means includes the support 104. See Fig. 15 in Mecsey. 
13. Claim 3 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mecsey in view of Makropoulos or Girardin, as applied to claim 1, and in further view of 
Pyle (4,576,076). Regarding claim 3, Mecsey teaches everything above including that an 
elongated workpiece is adapted to slide between the top portion and the supporting structure 
102. See Fig. 16 in Mecsey. Mecey as modified by Makropoulos or Girardin does not teach 
that the prescribed height provides a vertical opening between the top portion and the 
supporting structure. However, the use of vertical slot for adjusting height and angle of the 
guiding device of a hand held tool is well known in the art such as taught by Pyle. Pyle 
teaches a flange 45 having a vertical slot 46 between the top portion 45 of a guiding device 
and a supporting member. See Figs. 1-3 and col. 2, lines 3-68 in Pyle. It would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to replace the flange of Mecsey 's guiding 
device, as modified by Makropoulos or Girardin, with the flange of Pyle in order to adjust 
efficiently the height and angle of the platform of the guide device. 
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Regarding claim 5, Mecsey as modified above teaches everything noted above 
including that the mounting means of the flanges include a height adjustment slot 46, as 
taught by Pyle, oriented in each flange substantially normal to the plane of the top surface 
and fastener means mounted through the slots and adapted to tighten the flanges against edge 
portions of the supporting structure. See Figs. 2 and 3 in Pyle. 

Conclusion 

14. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Butler (2,599,893), Brickner et al. (Des. 310,375 and 4,452,1 17), and Pyle (6,212,983) teach 
a guiding device for a hand held circular saw including a flange having a vertical slot for 
adjusting the height and angle of a base of the circular saw. 

Eaves (4,552,192), Cook (4,519,280), Wilson (4,078,309), HARTMANN (2002/0000046), 
Ketch (5,472,029), Miller (3,602,987), Larson (4,202,233), Buckalew (4,741,865), Sheps et 
al. (4,335,512), Bliss (4,522,098), and Bradbury et al. (5,035,061) a guiding device for a 
hand held circular saw including a firs guide shoulder means having a slot and a second 
guide shoulder means for the base of the circular saw. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ghassem Alie whose telephone number is (703) 305-4981. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Allan Shoap can be reached on (703) 305-1082. The fax phone numbers for the 
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organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9306 for regular 
communications and (703) 872-9302 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 148. 

GA/ga 

May 10, 2004 

Allan N.Shoap 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Group 3700 



